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A Free Hand
With respect to American foreign

policy President Harding: indicates a

spirit rather than declares a pro-
gTam. He is definite as to the objec-
tives to be sought, but indefinite,
except in a negative way, as to the
exact method of attaining them.
He would have guaranties of peace

through international association;
the meeting of obligations that we

owe to our allies in the war; a rati-
fication of the Versailles Treaty
minus the covenant and aid in en-

forcing it; an adoption of a peace
resolution but without any attached
declaration of general policy; and
some sort of gathering for the ne¬

gotiation of a covenant not based on

super-atate principles or creating a

body on v#hich is laid the police duty
of enforcing the terms of a particu-
lar treaty.
But what he would include in the

new instrument he avoids declaring.
To his mind, it would seem, it should
center in a codification of general
rights in the manner of the Hague
Convention rather than in a political
alliance, but how far he would go in
enlarging international law and giv-
ing it new sanctions he does not say.
The policy he is contending for now,
it will be observed, is that avowed
two years ago in the famous Sena-
torial round-robin.namely, that the

txeaty was one thing and a

covenant another thing, and that the
two should not be confined in one

document or be written by the same

conference.
The Senate and people having

joined, as the President construes
events, in favor of a scparation, he
¦would carry out their will. He would
ratify the treaty proper by dovetail-
ing wi*.h it the Knox resolution and
then devjse the other agreement in-
dependently.

But all this is complicated, and to
effect anything the President re-

gards a free hand as indispensable.
ln effect he warns both houses
of Congress not to invade the field
of his prerogative to initiate and'
mature negotiations. The negotia¬
tion he has in view is plainly a new

one, and the Senate is not to be
consulted until the project is ready.

But the hope well may be ex¬

pressed that the President will not
become so enmeshed in problems of
general right as to lose sight of real-
ilies. It is not easy to see how peace
can be assured without some sort
of political alliance. The immediate
practical problem is threefold: to
make it clear that Germany is re-

eponsible for the war; to visit a pun¬
ishment in some degree proportion-
ate to her offense; and thus to detei
Cermany or any other nation frorr
doing what Germany did. This is i

practical political question, and nc
mere rewriting of international law
no matter how excellent, is likely tc
touch it. The way that the treatji
proper is ratified or adhered tc
is of the greatest consequence, and
it is this point of the message which
gives optimism foothold.

Fluid Franchiaes
Caution, of course, l'orbids draw¬

ing sweeping conclusions from news¬

paper summaries of Supreme Court
decisionBj so until the publication of
the full text of Monday's opinions in
t he Texas and Iowa cases modesty in
interpretation is prudent.

But, unless there is gross misread-
ing, the court holds that the rate
clauses of a franchise contract are

not binding when earninga thereun-
der do not pay a fair return on the
value of property used in the public
service. This is equivalent to saying
that as to a most important matter
a contract may not be binding.that
is, no contract at all.

Moreover, if a franchise holder
can get rid of an onerous burden it
would follow logically that the pub¬
lic can do the same.is not bound to
pay a snecified fare when earn-

aigs give more than a fair return.
If this is so, all franchises, at least
with regard to fares and rates, have
become fluid.
The old doctrine was that a con¬

tract was a stiff and unyielding
agreement, unchangeablc except by
mutual eonsent. -"Appreciajtion or
depreciation in value," says Willis-
ton, tho principal authority, "or
other events subsequent to the for¬
mation of the contract will not ordi-
narily afford ground for refusing en-
forcemeAt by cquity, even thoughJB5

they make tho performance of the
two partlea unequal." Never before,
it would seem, has the Supreme
Court countenanced thc doctrinc that
mere hardship in fulfillment voids n

contr:
Wht.iter or not the decisions bear

0:1 the Now York traction question
is disputed. On the one side it is
said they clearly do; on the other
that they do ntff, because of the
peculiar character of contracts un¬

der which the city is the owner of
the subways and there is definite
provision relating to cancellation,
This difference of opinion is not
likely to disappear until a New York
case reaches the Supreme Court. In
general the interest of the decisions
is in the tendency they indicate of a

breukin.tr down of the old rigidity of
the law of contracts, a matter con-

cerning every community and public
service corporation. If franchise
coi porations are mere tenants, with
their rent alterable from year to
year, a fundamental change has
come in the status of all public serv-
ice corporations. At present a

loosening up is sought by the compa¬
nies, but will it be safe to invest in
utility property when commissions
can mark rates up or down and the
only protection against investment
loss is the confiscation clauso of the
.Federal Constitution, which has been
only weakly protective of railway in¬
vestments?

No Turning Back on the Seas
What President Harding had to

say yesterday about the American
merchant marine will relieve many
discouraged minds. We made the
war experiment of constructing a

great carrying fleet. lt was built,
naturally, without much regard to
immediate cost. In the period of de-
pression which has followed the war
it happens to be in excess of tempo¬
rary tonnage needs. A great deal of
the money spent on it will have to be
written off as a war loss.

Dual operation by the government
and by private owners has made ad¬
ditional difficulties. We are in the
backwash, and the hation's shipping
experiment doesn't seem to be getting
on. Yet these depressing conditions
ought not to shake our faith in the
policy we have adopted. It doesn't
shake the President's. "This is a be-
fitting occasion," he says, "to give
notice that the United States means

tablish and maintain a great
merchant marine."
We can never attain full national

growth until we have our own carry¬
ing fleet. Our geographical situation
makes us a maritime power. Our
commercial and political interests
forbid our delegating to others a

world-wide service which we should
perform for ourselvec. A fleet to do
our own work is an investment
which will pay in the end in ma-

ways, visible and invisible. It would
be folly to turn back now from the
experiment because of temporary
overconstruction and underdemand,
or because of frictions between pri-
vate operators and government oper-
ators. Our shipping will eventually
be coordinated with our inland trans-
portation, to the benefit of both and
to the advantage of our expanding
foreign trade. We have only begu..
to work out the problem.
Under this Administration the long-

er and larger view will prevail. The
merchant marine is a national
agency and will be encouraged as
such. Government operation has not
succeeded and is inadvisable; but all
the power of the government will be
put behind private operation. This
thc President promises, with the firm
conviction that we must have an
American carrying fleet to round out
our economic development. "Carry¬
ing," he says truly, "is second only
to production in establishing and
maintaining the flow of commerce to
which we rightfully aspire."

The Principle of Censorship
We have yet to see one argument

urged in behalf of a censorship of
moving pictures that is not
equally applicable to a censorship
of literature, art and the stage. If
censors of the filnfs are provided
there is every reason in logic why
censors of books, newspapers, pic¬
tures and the play should follow.
That is the broad ground upon
which The Tribune urgently op-
poses censorship of the moving
picture.

It is sometimes agreed that cen¬

sorship of the movies is needed to
protect the morals of children. But
motion pictures are not thrust
upon children. They go to them
only with the consent of their par-
ents in most cases. It is, in fact,
easier for parents to protect their
childr >n from the improper motion
picture than from the improper
book or picture. These pleaders for
the censorship talk as ii* the motion
picture were patronized chiefly by
children and that it must therefore
be written down to the level of
their immaturity. Nothing could
be further from the fact. The
newspaper and the theater, equally
with motion pictures, are patron¬
ized by large nurnbers of children.
But the main support of every
such medium is thc adult. If one
is to be held down to what is safe
for the child all should be.
As a matter of fact, we think

there is frequent exaggeration as
to the effect of frankness upon
children's minds. We are excluding
from consideration the obscene and
the indecent picture.the exhibi-

tion of which Ib under existing law
a crime and which the authorities
have nmplo power to suppress
and punish. Tho play or book or
picture presenting an adult problem
decently nnd candidly is not in the
least likely ,to corrupt the young.
It usually passes over the head of a
child and merely bores him, Any
occasionnl damage is many times
compensated for by thc blcssings
of a freely developing national
mind. ,

These are the broad principles
under which our literature and art
have developed and we can view
any departure thcrcfrom only with
the greatest suspicion nnd fear.

.

The Harding Style
The state utterances of Mr. Har¬

ding show one steady quality which
is so valuable as to outweigh verbal
brilliancy. His preoccupation is not
fine writing, but a careful, continu-
ous effort to be acorte.to cxpress
exactly what is nW ?, and neither
less nor more than \n hat is meant.

This quality does not make for ease
of reading or for the picturesque,
imaginative phrase. But we suspect
that these qualities have seldom been
present in the best papers of state,
however great or momentous. Thc
Monroe Doctrine was announced in
singularly colorless and diplomatic
phraseology. The Constitution of the
United States makes hard reading.
So does even the more popularly con¬
ceived Declaration of Independence,
which, after a few sonorous gcneral-
ities, turna jnto a detailed indict¬
ment. The Magna Charta is singu¬
larly heavy.

Orations and debates can be mov¬

ing, imaginative, absorbing. Presi-
dential inaugurals and addresses to
Congress are rather legal pleadings
than personal appeals. Their aim is
nominally to propose clear, specific
courses of action rather than to stir
or enkindlo. Such being the fact, we
think the official utterances of Pres¬
ident Harding show a rare fitness
for their purpose. The war led to a
wealth of loose thinking and hazy,
emotional speech here and around
the world. What is now needed is
hard thinking and accurate lan-
guage. Not more fuel under the boil-
ers but more accurate navigation on
the bridge is the call of thc hour.
W&are glad to feel in Mr. Harding's
speeches that by disposition and in-
tention he stresses the right manner
and method of command.

How College Teachers Fare
It is a great year for the colleges'

in point of student attendance. But
how do the college teachers fare?
The question is answered in a new

publication of the General Education
Board, by Trevor Arnett. It is shown
by exhaustive data that institutions
of higher learning which are sup-
ported by endowment ai-e grievously
menaced through lack of funds to
pay adequate salaries.

The colleges have made earnest
efforta to bridge the gap between
the meager salaries and the in-
creased cost of living. Yet the re-

pli^s to the questionnaires show the
rise in salary on the average
amounted in 1920 to only 20 to 35
per ncnt of the other increase.
To obtain funds tuition and other

fees have been lifted, but they bring
in but 87.5 p--v cent of the salary
roll in the men's and co-educational
colleges. And higher fees would keep
jmany ot' the most desirable students
from college. America does not want.
higher education to become a class
privilege.
A second method of relief.the

sollcitation of gifts for an emer¬
gency or sustaining fund . has
brought good results. Alumni and
friends have given generously. But
th<? relief is merely temporary.
The familiar "drive" is a third

recourse, These campaigns for
larger endowments are still in full
progress and are meeting with suc-
cess. But the funds so contributed
are not immediately available, and
meanwhile the teacher is little bet¬
ter off.

Seeing the small prospects of bet-
terment, many teachers have left to
enter far more lucrative fields. The
"mortality" in college faculties ln
some cases is as high as 85 per cent
and on the average fully 35 per cent.

"It is of the highest importance,"
wrote Mr. John D. Rockefeller, when
presenting $50,000,000 to the Gen-
eral Education Board to provide
more adequate salaries to teachers.
"that those intrusted with the edu-
cation of youth and the increase of
knovvledge should not be led to aban-
don their calling by reason of finan¬
cial pressure or to cling to it amid
discouragements due to financial
limitations."
There is need for generous giving

by the well-to-do who believe in en-
dowed colleges and in paying the
men and women of every college
faculty a wage commensurate with
their service.

Giving Girls a Chance
That the incorrigible girl is not

a type is the opinion of Maude E.
Miner, secretary of the New York
Probation and Protective Associa¬
tion. This is a conclusion based on
more than twelve years' experience
in probation work, as shown by the
annual report.
Not all runaway girls are men-

tally defective. Over half of them
are of normal- intelligence, and
some exceptionally bright. Unhap-
piness at home, the spirit of adven-

A

turo, the hope of finding more con-

genial work, or the desire to hnve
the full use of their earnlngs, are
reasons why girls leave home.
Other reasons there are, of course,
much more distressing. The scem-

ing hopelessness born of the flr '

offense against the moral code,
the effort to hide it and mental and
physical deficiencies that render
the subject more or less irrespon-
sible account for about a quarter
of the cases.

To arrest the almost inevitable
downward trend of tho runaway
and incorrigible girl is the work
of the association. More than six-
teen hundred girls wero cared for
last year. But for this organiza¬
tion many would have found them-
selvos in tho prisons and reforma-
torlea. Waverly House serves as
a general clearing house, and the
girls are given a home until their
stories are investigated and plans
made for tho future. Only too
often their homes are unsuitable,
and new arrangements must be
made. Hospital care is provided
when neeessary and employment
found. When the. misunderstand-
ing at home can be cleared up they
are returned to their families. In
every case the needs of the individ¬
ual girl are the first study.
Equally important is the protective

work of this dual organization.
perhaps more important, because its
aima are preventivo. The prob¬
lem of the runaway girl is much
more serious than that of the runa¬
way boy.so many more pitfalls
await her. The adolescent boy fight-
ing his way alone is comparatively
safe. But the adolescent girl, un-
aided, has the barest chance. It is
neeessary to ascertain the irritating
something that makes home or job
almost impossible and find recrea-
tion and friends for the lonely girl.
New standards and a wholesome,
comradely attitude :T hoy
friends aro stimulated. Vvv im
girl who cannot find her proper
sphere in the city there is the com¬
munity farm of three hundred
acres, where home-making and out-
door work are taught.

The association is entitled to be
proud of its work and to be en-
eouraged in its plans for expansion.

A Slogan Missing
The Times Omits "M;\ Lodgc's De¬

termination to Kill the Treaty"
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: l note an alarming omission:
from the Times leader or" the 6th inst.
on "One of the Consequences," the!
subject of comment being what See-!
rctary Hughes had written on the man-!
date to Japan over the Island of Yap
and the uncertaint.y as* to what the1
response will be. The editorial ob-,
serves that all uncertainty might have
been avoided by our ratifying the;Treaty of Versailles; that "the respon¬
sibility for the eonBequencos, there-
fore, rest3 with that group of Sena¬
tors who, before the treaty was readyfor signature, declared that they would
not permit it to be ratiiied."

This fails short of the definiteness
with which The Times usually discusses
treaty responsibilities. Its habit has
been frequently to remark on "Mr.
Lodge's determination to kill the
treaty." Readers must recall the fact
that Mr. Lodge offered and p.dvocated
tho resolution which brought the
treaty back to the Senate for further*
discussion and that he was so success-
ful in advocating its ratification with
reservations that moro than twenty
Demoeratic Senators, including the
new minority leader, Senator Under-
wood, were brought over and voted for
such ratification. which ratification
waa defeated because President Wil-
son'a prohibition prevented the obtain-
ing of a two-thfrds affirmative vote.
Notwithstandlng theso wldely known

facts, the slogan still sounded from
the Times Annex, so that one might
ha-e conjectured that there waa a new
exploitation, that possibly the actuat-
ing purposo was to gain a name in
purely imaginative literature. But
this recent deliverance obviously blun-
ders, and one wonders whether there
may not have been a new hand at the
old bellows.

It is not conceivabie that the rlogan
will be discarded. Prequent repctition
has made it easy of proclamation, and
we may bo confident that it will con¬
tinue to resound, on occasion, until, to
borrow a line from Dante Gabriel Ros-
aetti,

The flight
Of the last bird into ihe last night.

GEORGE 11. BISHOP,
Xew York, April 11, 1921.

[Persistent mjsrepresentation is
irritating. but let us have. faith that
truth will make its way. It is in the
record that President Wilson pre-
vented the ratification of the Ver-
saillea Treaty, and no one can get it
out..Editor.]
-_-

Railroad Clerks* Reduction
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I have read The Tribune fori
nearly three years. the length of time
that I have been employed by the N'ew!
Vork Central Railroad, and have al-
ways found it to be fair to both sides
of a question, but this morning in
your editorial "Tho Real Railroad
Owners" you make a statement that
I think is quite unfair: "The rail¬
roads are being run at a loss (their
deficit for February was $7,205,000)
for the benefit of the 1,993,524 em¬
ployees."
The railroad workers are not looking

for charity, but a square deal. Feb¬
ruary is not an average month, because
the railroad traffic was, I understand,
way below normal. A reduction of;
$4 a month to each employee would
more than cover this deficit, whereas
the proposed reduction of the wages
of clerk3 is $26.52, with no promise of
immediate reduction of rates.
Why is this? A CLERK.
New York, April 12, 1921.

The Conning Tower
The First Line Bards

[Culletl hy Edith from tho Cambridge
Edition of Scott's Poems]

\ weary lot ia thine, fair mold
A'i poor Louise, tho livelong duy,
Anri art thou cold and lowly laid
As lords their laborers' time delay
Maidcn whose aorrows wail the Liv¬

ing Dead,
Merry it ia in tho good green wood
Mother darksome, mother drcad.
My hawk is tired of perch and hood.

O lady, twints no wrcath for me,
0 open the door some pity to Bhow-.
0 lovers' eyes are shnrp to see

0 tell me, Harper. wheroforo flow -

Tho hearth in hall was black und dead
Tho heath this night must be my bed
The sun upon tho lake is low
Twist ye, twino yel even ho--

Wakcn lords and ladies gay,
Wasted, weary, whercfore atay.-
When autumn nights were long and

droar.
When friends are met o'cr merry cheer

Well, Dr. Einstein is a true scientist.
Ho wrote his book, he Bays, from scien-
tilic motives und not for notoriety.
This means that he has a proper and
justifiuble seorn for the scientific
cquipment of what is known as the
public or lay mind. Probably the Doc
ij full of humility regarding what he
knows compared to what is to be
known; but if he knowB only a little
about any subject, he knows moro than
most do about it.

For man has scant knowledge of
things that do not interest him. And
as he is interested chicfly in food and
sheltov and tho easiost method of get¬
ting them, his interests aro restricted.

The Complete Letter Writer
[Received by a mualo publlihsr]

Dear Sir:
I am in search of somo one who is

willing to pass judgement on my eing-
ing, and if found to toe the mark,
place mo under their direct manage-"
ment.
My voice is tenor, ar.d sing ballads

and hits of opera.
I have given many concerts in a

number of towns on the hudson with
success.

1 have many admirera but their
judgement is not thc one that uatis-
iies, and makes one,

I would welcome an interview if one
should bo desired.

It looks like the Yanks' pennant this
season; but further than that, except
to pick the Cubs to win the n. 1. gon-
falon, we do not care to forecast. Wc
have not yet received our season pass;
and our interest in baseball still is
picking nt tho cuiintcrpanc.

"Bricks that formerly cost $6 a

thousand," say3 The Hudson Republi¬
can and not Prof. Einstein him¬
self could express greater scorn for
the law of gravitation~-"will be re¬
duced 'to $12 effective Monday."

Dulcinea Loqnitur:
1 met Dulcinea yesterday on a Chi-

cagoTNew York express just before I
got of? at Cleveland. "Hello, hello,
hello," ehe said. "This ia a surprise.
It's been a coon'a age since I've seen
you. Where have you been keeping
yourself all these years? You've
moved from New York? In Cleveland?
I've passed through there, but never
stopped. Doesn't Cleveland win in
baseball or something? Chester's al-
waj-3 talking. You never met him?
Oh, of course not. You got Ihe an¬

nouncement, didn't you? He's the
most wonderful husband and we have
two of thc darlingest kiddies. You
mvst come und see us next time you
are in the big city. Xo. we are not right
m New York. I always say that I don't
like to live right in the city, but 1
can't bear to be too far away. I'd miss
the theaters and good times so much.
We have the cutest little cottage on
the north shore.
"No, I'm not going right to Manhat¬

tan.stopping off in Buffalo and going
to run over to the Falls. We have
friends there. I'm dying to see Niagara
and never have seen it. We were go¬
ing there on our honeymoon, but some

siliy old business affair kept Chester's
nose to the grindstone after wc had
made all oui pjuns. And you know how
such things ai_\ We kept putting off'
and putting off and putting off. But
this time I decided I just must see the
Falls, even if I am honcymooning by
niyself, so to speak.
"Aren't tho names on Pullman cars

too killing? I wonder who thinks upall the names? What a miserable look¬
ing station! This is Cleveland, you
say? You must get off? Too bad. It's
seemed like old times to have seen
you. You haven't changed a bit. Well,
bye, bye. Give my regards to Broad¬
way when you get there. And be sure
to give us a ring next time you're in
New York for a little stay." H. P.

Just as we settlod down to read the
Message, we stumbled, in the Becond
paragraph, upon tho word "illy." And
fell, never to riso again.

With Obeisamcea
April, April,
Laugh thy girlish laughter,
Then the moment after
Freezo my girlish ears!

NAN CASS.

And now tho Senate of the climati-
cally fairest state in our geographicallybroad land has passed the Lusk-Clay-
ton bill for motion picture censorship.The chances are that a board composed
ov persons without taste will pas3 uponthe exhibitability of films. not infre-
quently born in the imagination of pro¬ducers also without taste.

"It will be up to the board, for In¬
stance," Senator Boylan says, "to
standardize the screen kiss. How longshould it last? Should it last a minute
oi only thirty seconds to pass muster?"
A kiss, wa are informed, is a local
lss_e; its duration, our conflding in-
formant adds, is relative: it may be
zero or infinity.

Query to censorship board: How
long should it take to pass a given
point? p_ p_ ^_

IN THE DOCTOR'S WAITING ROOM
Copy right. 1921. New York Tribune Inc

Boot\.« a,
^

«^ Hcyivood Broun
"Old Hugh Craig." writes F. B. II.,

"has a system of beating the conven-
tions nf railroad travei which has some

advantagea over your.-*. He boards a

likely looking train without a ticket,
and when the conductor cornes around
old Hugh hands him a handful of petty
cash. To the trainman'a query as to
his destination he replies: 'When I
have ridden up the worth of this put
me off.' "

M. A. B. has other amendments to
ort'er in regard to the objections which
we cited on Monday against a life
made. up of "promises, contracts and
clocks."

"Isn't there any thrill left for you,"
she writes, "in offering the baby a

brand new taste, such as ice cream, or

kumquats, or ginger ale? And can't
you get a corresponding quiver from
demanding, in a strange restaurant, an
item on the menu of which you never
before heard? If you havo regular
office hours wouldn't it be a bit ex-

citing to push buck your chair at 3
o'clock on a busy afternoon and with¬
out explanation or comment leave that
office and go to the Palisades for wild
flowers ?
"Some night when you crave a new

experience get out your wife'a sewing
rnachine and try to work the binder,
tho tucker, the shirrer, the five-stitch
ruffler, tho corder and all the little
hemmers. Or, if you want to give a
thrill as well as share it try kissing
your wife sometimes when she is ex-
pecting anything but that. My hus¬
band did it once, all of a sudden, under
an electvic light, in Mount Pleasant
Street, in Washington, and we got
caught by my brother-in-law, and I
felt five years younger."

The new dish suggestion is al! right,but we've worked it n-.ther hard and
generally found it tiisappointing.
1 here i.>, for inatance, an Armenian
restaurant to which we go every now
and then because all the dishea are un-
familiar to us.-at least they were a
month ago. Now we have been through
the list. We ordered each strange dish
in high anticipation, but no matter
what it was called on the menu it in-
variably turned out to be stewed lamb
and rice,

Somewhat more disturbing is a let¬
ter from S. L. W.. who writes that she

Liquor Law Enforcement
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The Tribune of April 6 reporta
that Governor Miller, in signing the
dry enforcement bill, said that it is
likely that an amendment will be in¬
troduced which would permit proseeut-
ing officers in New York City to bring
dry violators to trial without a jury;
that the suggestion for this amendment
was proposed at the hearing before
Governor Miller in the executive
chamber, at which t:me it was as¬
serted that, because a large percentage
of the population of New York City ia
opposed to the dry law, it might be
difficult to find juries which would re¬
turn convictions.

I am curious to know what The
Tribune thinks about denying trial by
jury because juries are likely not .to
be in sympathy with the law involved.
Governor Miller said, "The way to

find out whether or not the people
really want a bad law is to enforce it."
Wouldn't it be more democratic to

accept the fact that if juries (the peo¬
ple) repudiate a law by refusing to
convict under it* it must be bad at
least to the extent of not representing
the people? Or, if it ia aimply a
case of determining popular sentiment,
wouldn't it be still more democratic

'has been thinking: of getting married,
but that our article on Monday has
made her undecided. "We ave think-
ing of getting married ourselves,'' she
writes, "ar.d would do so if it could be
done to-morrow, but, as you say, how
can anybody possibly want to do any¬
thing eight weeks in advanee? And
wc are afraid if we engage the church
and the minister, the bridesmaids and
ushers, thc invitations and announce-
ments, the caterer and the florist, the
wedding ^own and veil, we may change
our r.ind!"
True words, we feel, and yet with all

these handicaps ^ettin- married and
staying that way remains the most ex¬

ciling of all two-handed gambling
gumes.

Michael Strange's new volume of
poetry, Resurrecting Life, is not u

great deal better than her first volume,
published two years ago, but what of
it is better is so very much better
that she is nt least in the class of the
little gir1 who had a little curl. At
her best .she is fine. There is, for in-
st&r.ce, a poem called "The Future,"
whiob begin.--:
"I rio ¦-'. care for the future-
Knowing well my capacities to deal

with it
Are breeding up from the fullness ot

my response
To this single hour."
Here is wisdom, and lucidity, and

music. Other oddn and ends of thingsin her volume are of a piece with this.
She is apparently becomlng a person
with something to say, if slowly, and
she has made progress toward saying it.
But there is a verse of John Drink-

water's, called "Mystery," which she
could read to her profit. That clear-
eyed mystie is severe on the mystifica-
tion that lessar noets dote on. He says
bluntly that strong thought is clear
and all strong feeling simple, and
that the weak throw up kerfoozlum
as a smoke screen. Some of Michael
Strange's poetry is so mystcrious that
we cannot make enough of it even to
scold it. Some of it makes a great
to-do about an ego that has remained
single in a world that presses for en¬
trance, and is therefore unimportant.
But there is no sense in dwelling on
her faults. We expected them from
her former volume, and they will fall
away to r thing if she can from this
on follow tha light she has found for
herself.

to ask the people by means of a refer-
endum?
The Governor continued, "If it ls bad

the enforcement of it would demon-
strate its badness; if it is good thc
enforcement of it would demonstrate
its goodness."
How could enforcement demonstrate

either goodness or badness?
A. D. BRINKERHOFF.

New York, April 11, iD^i.

Railroad and Government Wages
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Why can the government cut
its employees' pay from 15 to 30 per

jcent when it will not allow the rail¬
roads, which are facing bankruptcy, to
do likewise?

Will any of the champions of labor,in all fairness, dare to take the wage
scale of the United States government
in its navy yards, arsenaJs, etc., and
adjust a new scale of pay for the rail-
roads on a comparison? Will they?
1*11 say they won't! POSTKD.
New York, April li, 1921. *

A Long Nap
(From Ths Boston Transeript)

Isn't the "tired businoss man" about
rested by thiB time?

Prisoners' Welfare
State-Directed Normal Life in Jaii

for Habitual OiTenders
To ihe Editor of The Tribune.

f :r: Prisons exi; t «*ho co
not go there. Adolph Lewisohn
voices the fairly new theor; that th-.;.
should also exist for the prUraw't
welfare and reformation. The prisont
of the future will realize hia drear*.
for it is not only right that they
should but also to the public in¬
terest. Under our present system it
is well known that a prison ter"
brings with it "something very like
disgrace," and that few ar" benefittd
thereby.
By far the greater proportion of

prisoners are first or second o'Tenders
but there is a class amor.3 us which
is well known to be professional!]
criminal by the police, who watch them
continually, knowing that they will
shortly be able to arrest them aga
and again. These people are an ex¬

pense when in the hands of the go.'
ernment and a public danger when
they are abroad. Many years' ex¬

perience should suggest that here is »
case for experimentation.
Anybody may get into jail once a: ¦'.

perhaps twice, but there i- no excu?<
for the man who gets there oftener
Whatever the offense, a third con¬
viction should entail :«'- of liber
permanently. Such p< not Ct
for libertv, though under direction atu:

supervision they might easily become
decent, uaeful citizens. The state
should supply the deficiency theii
natures lack, without revenge, without
contempt, but with the best interests
of the <individual at heart. Let them
work, earn and be educated; marr.*** ami
live the normal life they should if
they were free.
There is always an outcry that

prisoners are being '. red" whtr.
they aro treated wil u: c#ti
sideration. I would ha\ m treato<!
with the utmost kindm O bul .-¦t'g.r,
gated irom the mass of
ideals are noi theirs, .*.. they fcjwi
proved beyond power of disb hef, b;
years of acquired habit, that they an
fit to use well the doubtful blesaing of
liberty which is at present thrust upon
everybody.
They should become members of W

order which «acrifices personal !i*ar
for the purponn of servii i*l*.-
and the state to tho best advantage
They should be entith j

vice and assistance
perior. A state-directed
out dishonor, would pos a grea
deal more popular than we r»l
imagtne. Anxiety about the fi»t
necessaries of life is the ugly com¬
panion of freedom, which is only tW
ripht to flpht for one's life, alone an<:
unaided, after all.

STEPHEN HAWEH.
New York, April 11, 1921.

No Escape
rom Tlie Port&and Orego

The Minister ,,: «oi Iff ira fe*
Hungary is reported. ln Budapest dif
patches, to have abolished the moder?
dances set to "jazz" music, and to ha*'-
decreed that the old Magyar dar.ee
must be revived . if any dancing i«
done. The Magyar dances are th-
ancient measures of the Hungariav
peaaant. the folk dances that werewild
ly stepped, but never "wi!d" in th''
modern sense. They were natural .>
pressions of joy, depleted in the d*>8C*-
It is unfortunate that America has n*'

minister of home affairs, nor a-ty Msg
yar dances, for that matter. '1 here ai*
of course, the tribal revols of 1

Sioux, the Blackfoot nnd the agih
Apaches, which might be borrowed with
effectiveneas. But one imagines tha-
theae simpl* devices would not conten
a generation that bows down to "jazi


